
Proposed Capstone Conservation 
Policy

Policy to support the Strategic Plan and our

Environmental Sustainability Framework
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2013-2030 
Strategic Plan

“We strive to be a model 
of ecological integrity, 

protecting our 
environment and 
preserving our 

agricultural heritage.”
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Environmental Sustainability is…

“The ability to maintain attributes 
or qualities that are valued in the 

natural environment.”
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 Guide responses to environmental issues

 Assess the impact of changes in the environment on residents 
and municipal operations

 Prioritize and plan for future environmental concerns

 Maintain a focus on current studies, indicators and trends

 Guide new policies

 Strengthen the County’s commitment to integrated planning 
(environmental, social, economic)

 Ensure we are a leader in new, innovative and efficient 
technology

 Assist with the advocacy efforts of Strathcona County for 
environmental grant opportunities

 Assist in engaging residents, businesses, community groups in 
becoming more environmentally aware and motivated



Guiding Statements

• Land: urban areas are surrounded and connected by open 
green space and healthy natural areas, which are home to 
wildlife and provide recreational opportunities to residents.

• Air: air quality supports the health and well-being of its 
residents.

• Energy: employ advanced technology and sound management 
practices in the continuous effort to improve energy efficiency.

• Water: watersheds provide an adequate supply of quality 
freshwater for public and private use while ensuring a healthy 
ecosystem for future generations.

• Material use: leading procurement and waste management 
practices, which result in reduced and responsible use of 
resources and materials.

1/16/2019 5



1/16/2019 6

Policies categorized by ESF Guiding 
Statements

Energy SER-004-006 Municipal Sustainable Buildings

Strathcona County employs advanced technology and sound SER-009-012 Street Lighting

management practices in its continuous efforts to improve SER-009-038 Light Efficient Community

energy efficiency. SER-009-040 Traffic Calming

Land SER-001-002 Surface Water Management and Erosion Control

Strathcona County's urban areas are surrounded and connected SER-001-009 Vertebrate Nuisance Control

by open green space and healthy natural areas, which are home SER-001-034 Weed and Pest Control

to wildlife and provide recreation opportunities to County SER-001-006 Rural Roadside Vegetation Control

residents. SER-001-030 Community Garden

SER-009-031 Dedication of Conservation Easements

SER-009-032 Biophysical Assessment

SER-009-034 Tree Conservation During Development

SER-009-035 Tree Management

SER-012-010 Legacy Lands

SER-012-011 Land Management

Material Use SER-009-033 Road Salt Management Plan

Strathcona County uses leading procurement and waste SER-014-001 Procurement Policy

management practices, which result in reduced and responsible 

use of resources and materials.

Water SER-009-036 Wetland Conservation

Strathcona County's watersheds provide an adequate supply SER-012-009 Storm Water Management Facility Easements

of quality freshwater for public and private use while ensuring a 

healthy ecosystem for future generations.

Air Emissions

Air quality in Strathcona County supports the health and 

well-being of its citizens.



New Proposed Capstone Policy

• New Policy that encompasses the range of six existing Policies (proposed 
Directives)

• New Policy guides decision-making and acts as a foundation for municipal 
actions to protect the air, water, land and biodiversity
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Conservation of Biodiversity
SER-009-041 (NEW)

• Biological diversity is fundamental to sustaining life by 
supplying critical ecosystem services. These services are 
essential to support our well-being and economic growth.

• We value the biodiversity within the natural environment 
and are committed to conserving a healthy, connected, 
and well managed ecological network.

• We have a responsibility to plan, protect, manage, and 
restore the natural environment to ensure healthy resilient 
ecosystems.

• Purpose to guide conservation decision-making to protect 
our air, water, land and biodiversity.



Existing Policies translated to 
Directives

• Bylaw versus Policy/Directive = enforcement (penalties specified, fines 
levied)

• Policies & Directives = standards enforceable (if standards unmet, next 
steps will not proceed), majority referenced in Municipal Development Plan 
Bylaw and Land Use Bylaw (statutory documents)

• New and Updated Policies approved by Council

• New and Updated Directives approved by Administration

• Enforceability is the same

• To date, policy and procedure compliance is high, next level of 
enforcement (bylaw) has not been required
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Existing Policies Rescinded 

• Rescind 6 Policies in lieu of 5 Directives

• Administrative updates only

• Directives guide planning, protecting, managing and restoring the natural 
environment
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Dedication of CE
SER-009-031

• June 28, 2005

• 100+ easements registered, 
protecting over 1,275 ha of 
wildlife habitat

• Rescind Policy & Replace with 
Directive

• SER-009-031D Conservation 
and Environmental Reserve 
Easements
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Biophysical Assessment
SER-009-032

• June 28, 2005

• 60+ BA’s completed for internal planning projects

• 60+ BA’s completed in support of external planning 
projects (ACP’s, ASP’s, industrial development)

• Referenced in MDP

• Rescind Policy & Replace with Directive

• SER-009-032D Biophysical Assessment
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Tree Conservation During Development
SER-009-034

• August 25, 2011

• Applied to urban and rural developments

• Residential/commercial/industrial

• All County projects

• Rescind Policy, amalgamate with Tree Management, replace with Directive

• SER-009-042D Tree Conservation
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Tree Management
SER-009-035

• August 25, 2011

• 30+ bird surveys completed for County projects annually

• Rescind Policy, amalgamate with Tree Conservation During Development, 
replace with Directive

• SER-009-042D Tree Conservation
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Wetland Conservation
SER-009-036

• March 3, 2009

• 204 ha (504 acres) impacted by development

• AVOID & MINIMIZE = 104 ha (257 acres)

• COMPENSATE @ 3:1 mitigation ratio =

 59 ha naturalized SWMF

 $2.4 million to DUC ($14,000/ha - $19,388/ha)

 15% directly applied to wetland restoration projects in the 
Beaver Hills

• Referenced in MDP

• Rescind Policy & Replace with Directive

• SER-009-036D Wetland Conservation
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Legacy Lands
SER-012-010

• February 2, 2007

• Direct purchase of 80 ha adjacent to the Strathcona Wilderness Center and 
the location of the Beaver Hills Biodiversity Trail

• Referenced in MDP

• Rescind Policy & Replace with Directive

• SER-012-010D Legacy Lands



Summary…

• Proposed Policy and Directives meet the Strategic Plan

• Proposed Policy and Directives meet the ESF

• Is there support for the translation of 6 existing Policies to 5 Directives?

• Is there support for the new Capstone Policy?
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