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Request for Information regarding South Cooking Lake Lagoon 
 
Please provide any and all information relating to financing of the South Cooking Lake 
Lagoon, including Bylaw 23-2009 (Local Improvement Tax for the Hamlet of South 
Cooking Lake Sewage Collection and Disposal System) and the Northern Bear 
Development 
 
 
Mayor & Council, 
 
In response to Councillor Lawrence’s October 29, 2019 South Cooking Lake Lagoon information 
request, Utilities provides the following information. 

Utilities have retrieved several historical files on the Northern Bear/South Cooking Lake lagoon 
projects. While these projects were occurring at approximately the same time, the agreements 
and execution occurred separately and distinctly.  
 
South Cooking Lake 
 
The South Cooking Lake wastewater system, consisting of a low pressure wastewater collection 
system, pump station & force main and lagoon, was designed and constructed as an evaporative 
lagoon for the sole purpose of servicing the Hamlet of South Cooking Lake. The Local 
Improvement was approved via bylaw on December 17, 1996. As outlined in Bylaw 82-96 the 
total project cost was estimated at $1,601,000. Grants were applied to the project as follows:  
 

• Alberta Municipal Water/Wastewater Partnership program - $514,000 
• Canada/Alberta Infrastructure Works program - $393,000 
 

This resulted in a balance of $694,000 that would be debt financed and distributed over the 161 
parcels identified at the time.  
 
The scope of the project was to service the 161 parcels as identified within the hamlet 
boundaries. The only way this could be changed is through an amendment to the bylaw. While 
the bylaw was amended several times it was ultimately replaced with Bylaw 23-2009. Only 
minor amendments to the cost and parcel count were recorded. It should be noted that the total 
assessment against all parcels was reduced from $694,000 in 1996 to $613,815.82 in 2009 as a 
result of actual project costs and funding.  
 
The scope and costs have been consistently applied to be directly benefiting the hamlet. 
 
Northern Bear 
 
The Northern Bear development evolved over the years starting in 1993. The most relevant 
agreement is dated February 3, 1999, as it acknowledges and incorporates previous 
agreements. 
 
During the drafting of this agreement it was acknowledged that the lagoon was in service and 
utilized by the hamlet of South Cooking Lake only. However, the developer had inquired with 
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respect to how they may be able to utilize the lagoon for their development purposes. While a 
physical expansion of the lagoon was not feasible due to land constraints, the developer 
approached the County with a proposal to convert the lagoon from an “evaporative lagoon” to a 
“flow though lagoon” in order to provide adequate capacity for their development. The developer 
required Alberta Environment’s approval as the concept required the lagoon effluent to be 
treated and applied to the golf course as an irrigation system. As per the clause in the 
development agreement, the developer would be directly responsible for the costs associated 
with the lagoon conversion and for the funding and construction of the irrigation system within 
the development.  
 
As a check on equitable distribution of costs, the County reviewed the original lagoon 
construction and the lagoon conversion costs. It was determined that the developer would need 
to cover 59.46% of the total lagoon cost. This cost sharing was based on population; 250 units 
(population of 660) for the development and 161 (population 450) for the hamlet. The original 
“evaporative lagoon” costs were $450,140 and the “conversion” costs were $536,000 for a total 
of $986,140. The developer cost share worked out to be $586,359. In the review of the project 
financials, the $40,000 deposit, as noted in the development agreement, and subsequent 
payments brought the developer contribution in line with the required funds.  
 
Considering the above review we were able to determine the cost sharing was reasonable and 
appropriately allocated between the hamlet and the development. 
 
For additional information or clarification, please contact me directly at 780-464-8175 or via 
email to Todd.Wyman@Strathcona.ca.  
 
Attachments: Bylaw 82-96, Bylaw 23-2009, Redacted Development Agreement between 
Strathcona County and 668472 Alberta Ltd. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Todd S. Wyman, Director 
Utilities 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Todd.Wyman@Strathcona.ca
mailto:Todd.Wyman@Strathcona.ca







































































































































	CCR 33-2019 South Cooking Lake Lagoon
	CRR 33-2019 Attach 1
	CRR 33-2019 Attach 2
	CRR 33-2019 Attach 3

