Equitable Public Access to
- E-Books and E-Audiobooks
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Until Recently, digital collections
in Canadian public libraries
were stable, with ongoing challenges
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Simon & Schuster Canada
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THE PRICE GAP
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Recent Changes

1. Penguin Random Houée - move from perpetual to a two year license
2. Simon and Schuster - move from one year to two year license
3. Hachette - move from perpetual to a two year license

4. Macmillan - 8 week embargo on new titles for public libraries after 1st copy
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Impacts

~* Decreased buying power
* Decreased access to digital resources

* Threat to democratic right of access to
information for all citizens
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Impacts: Summary

* Loss of perpetual access

* Unreasonably high prices

* No flexible purchase models
* Loss of access to content
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Impacts : Embargoes

“ Pubilic libraries would provide facilities for self-
improvement through books and reading for all classes,
not just those who were wealthy enough to afford their
own private libraries and collections.

UK Public Library Act 1850
Alibra ry outranks any one thing a
community can do to benefit its people,
It is a never failing spring in the desert. ,,
Andrew Carnegie
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Timeline of Activities

July — October

Mowember -

Wlay — July

February — May e Federal October 21 Early 2020
Municipal FT{IIE:E | Election Federal Push for a
Outreach s Outreach Election Day Federal

Outreach .
Solution

CULC/CBUC and Digital Content Working Group continue to
engage and keep communication lines open with Publishers.
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Libraries and the services they provide:

* support an engaged and strong community

* bridge digital divides

* provide equitable access for the print
disabled
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