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Recreation and Culture Strategy 
Implementation Plan alignment 
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• Here are the top priorities that align 

with this project:

• Indoor fields (1) 

• Gymnasiums (3)

• Multi-use sport surfaces (5)

• Meeting and multi-use spaces (7)

• Fitness tracks (8)

• Community group/office storage(11)

• Fitness spaces (12)
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Amenity type
Needs 

Assessment 
Current & potential projects and other considerations

12. Fitness spaces • Explore feasibility of Indoor Field House 

• Consider including fitness when contemplating new facility development 

or enhancement

13. Curling rinks • Strathcona Olympiette Centre  - Phase 1: Curling Rink upgrade

14. Archery ranges • Partner driven project

15. Swimming pools • Kinsmen Leisure Centre - universal changeroom and mechanical upgrade 

• Millennium Place - aquatic centre mechanical upgrade 

• Follow the direction outlined in the Aquatic Strategy

16. Indoor playgrounds • Explore feasibility of Indoor Field House 

• Consider including indoor playgrounds when contemplating new facility 

development or enhancement

17. Social/banquet  

       facilities

• Conduct assessments of existing community halls and consider 

reinvestment in those that receive high utilization

• Consider / explore possible consolidation of social banquet facilities in 

rural areas

18. Combative  

        sports areas

• Only consider including in new facility development if community interest 

increases

19. Racquet courts • Only consider including in new facility development if community demand 

increases

Enhance service level           Maintain service level

Youth Kickboxing Class Emerald Hills Leisure Centre - Swimming Lessons



Key milestones 

• In December of 2018, Council approved a motion for 
administration to move forward with the design of a multi-use 
field. Air-supported (dome), sprung and traditional construction 
methodologies were assessed. 

• After these assessments, a traditional building was recommended 
due to the following factors: future expansion capability, 
accessibility, and long-term operating cost and capital cost 
analysis. 
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Key milestones 

• This recommendation was presented to Council in October 2019 
and Council gave administration direction to continue exploration 
of the design of a traditional style facility. 

• Administration has also explored how the facility concept could 
meet broader community needs as identified in the Recreation and 
Culture Strategy Implementation Plan. These include an indoor 
elevated track, dryland/multi-purpose and social gathering spaces. 

• A site has not been identified for this potential project at this point 
in time.  Site assessment work continues to move forward. 
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Facility Concept 
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Facility concept 

• As part of planning for future community recreation needs, 
Strathcona County is considering developing a new multi-use 
indoor fieldhouse that could include:

• “Full size” indoor turf field with track

• Multi-use court spaces

• Multi-use meeting and program rooms

• Social gathering/lobby space 

• The field will not have boards and will be substantially bigger 
than the indoor fields at Millennium Place.
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Facility concept
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<<insert image of millennium and 

concept footprint to compare>>



Design evolution 

• The design and facility elements are based on:

• construction methodology assessment and long-term operating 
and capital cost review 

• Community group engagement and the incorporation of the 
Recreation and Culture Strategy engagement and community 
needs priorities 

• Community needs growth projection, and benefits related to 
expansion capability, accessibility, and greater alignment with the 
Strathcona County Tourism Strategy and Strathcona County Social 
Framework

• Construction capital cost review based on facility elements and 
amenities 
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Design evolution – Sport tourism 

Alignment with the Strathcona County Tourism Strategy and Implementation 
Plan- Sport Tourism was recommended to have great potential for growth.
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How we listened

Recreation and Culture Strategy alignment (2019)

• 87 groups representing (24,678 represented) completed the 
community group and stakeholder survey (400 groups were invited)

• 14 community groups meetings representing 30 different organizations

• 2 community conversations (rural/urban) with over 100 participants

•

Proposed Indoor Field House (2020)

• Eight engagement sessions conducted representing a variety of groups

• Survey sent to 50 potential user groups; 25 responses were gathered
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What we heard

From community groups

• Just over half of survey respondents said they would use the field 
portion of the facility; representing over 5,500 hours of use for the 
field (annually); highest demand group at 63% 

• Just over one- third of survey respondents said they would use the 
multi-use court space representing over 2,400 hours of use for the 
multi-sport court space (annually); highest demand group at 52%
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What we heard

From community groups

• Groups responding to the survey indicated they would use the facility 
(both spaces). These groups represent over 9,000 participants/residents.

• This does not represent:

• All potential user groups

• Drop-in use through the Millennium Card or other pass holders

• County delivered programs

• School joint use

• Other special events/competitions
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What we heard
From community groups

• Groups had concerns about user fees but indicated ability to pay fees charged at 
similar facilities

• The majority of groups were willing to travel up to 30 minutes (one way) to 
access the facility

• Centralized location, expansion capability and parking and traffic impacts were 
most frequently mentioned as important site selection criteria

• Majority of groups supported the development of the facility concept as 
presented (two were unsure)
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Resident engagement

• Household survey to be administered 
(online or phone-in) in October 2020

• Questions to be asked…

• Potential use of the indoor turf, 
multi-use sport surfaces, indoor 
track and multi-purpose rooms

• Willingness to travel to the facility

• Overall support 

• General comments
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Economic impact assessment 

• Scope/Deliverables:

• Economic impacts of construction and operations

• Economic impacts of out of town visitors attending events

• Social and community benefits

• Economic impact assessment calculator

• In progress:

• November completion date
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Evolution of the fieldhouse project
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Evolution of the fieldhouse project
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Facility Concept 
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Next steps 

• October-November 2020

• Complete economic impact assessment, site assessment, 
operating budget,, resident engagement

• November 24, 2020 Council Meeting: present economic impact 
assessment, site assessment, operating budget, resident 
engagement results

• Gate 1 approval – detailed design

• 2021-2022 (pending Council approval)

• Detailed design, partnership exploration 
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Questions 
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