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Purpose

• On July 19, 2022, Council passed a Notice of Motion for administration 
to engage with residents along Carmel Place, Carmel Court, Carmel Road 
and/or Carmel Wynd that back on to either Clover Bar Road or Baseline 
Road, to request to schedule access to their back yards to complete up to 
five sound measures as may be required to effectively measure traffic 
noise according to Traffic Noise Policy SER-009-027, and prepare a report 
with an assessment of current traffic noise levels for Council’s 
consideration by the end of the fourth quarter of 2022.
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Background

• Administration selected 
five previously 
unmeasured properties; 
three along Baseline Road 
and two along Clover Bar 
Road, to conduct 24-
hour noise measurements
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Background

• During the months of August and 
September, administration reached 
out to the selected five property 
owners to acquire permission to enter 
their backyards to conduct the 
required noise measurements 
according to our current Traffic Noise 
Policy SER-009-027.

• 24-hour noise measurements were 
conducted on mid-weekdays between 
September 13 and September 28.

4



Traffic noise studies

• Over the years, a number of 
properties backing onto these 
corridors have been studied to 
evaluate resident concerns.

• Traffic volumes play a role in noise 
levels. As development and growth 
in Sherwood Park and surrounding 
area have evolved, so have the 
traffic patterns and volumes.

5



Results and assessment

• Measurements ranged 
from  52.5 dBA Leq(24hr) 
to 62.8 dBA Leq(24hr).

• Results are consistent 
with historical noise level 
readings.

• Based on the current 
readings, none of the five 
study locations exceeded 
the defined policy 
thresholds to require 
additional noise 
attenuation measures.

6



Next steps and potential options

• Do nothing

• Residents may wish to pursue 
fence improvements with noise 
attenuation on their own

• Residents may organize and 
petition Council for a local 
improvement project for 
additional attenuation measures
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Considerations

Local improvement option
• Residents could organize a petition for a local improvement project

• Petition must meet these criteria

• signed by 2/3 of the property owners who would be liable to pay the local 
improvement tax 

• The property owners must represent at least ½ of the assessments for the 
lots on which the tax would be imposed; and

• The petition is properly completed and submitted with all supporting 
documents.

• Municipality must maintain ownership of the improvement 

• The County would be responsible for all maintenance and future 
replacement of that asset. 
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Considerations

• Based on quick cost calculations to remove the existing fences and 
construct a 2.4m high double wood-board attenuation fence, we estimate 
an expense of roughly $650 per lineal meter.

• Impact to individual property owners will range from an estimated $7800 
to $24000 depending on the width of their back yard fence.

• Potential de-registration of Restrictive Covenant on each lot and replace it 
with an easement or utility right-of-way agreement against each title to 
the affected private lots at an estimated cost of $800 per lot.

• In order to ensure a discernable difference in noise levels (3 to 5 dBA), a 
noise attenuation design for each segment by an external consultant could 
be considered. This would be an additional cost to the local improvement 
project.
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Considerations

• Frequencies of sound – some frequencies are easier to attenuate than 
others. Lower frequencies tend to “step over” barriers due to their longer 
and deeper wave lengths. These sounds typically are exhaust and engine 
noise. Higher frequencies, with shorter and shallower wave lengths, can be 
blocked fairly well. Tire noise is generally in this category.
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Next steps

• If residents want further information on Local improvement petitions it can 
be found on our website here: https://www.strathcona.ca/council-
county/mayor-council/petition-guide/
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Questions
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