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Strathcona County Library

Mission
Reaching out across urban and rural Strathcona County, the Library 
promotes engagement, sparks imagination, and provides the tools for 
building skills and knowledge.

Vision
The heart of a connected, informed, and inspired community.

Families enjoy a 
“drive-in movie”
library program.



Public libraries are established and 
operated as not-for-profit legal 
corporations under the 
Alberta Libraries Act and Regulations.

Libraries must run at arm’s length 
from municipalities and are 
governed by a Library Board of 
between 5-10 community members 
that are appointed by the 
municipality.  

Strathcona County Library 
- requested by community petition
- established by a 1974 bylaw
- opened February 1977

Library Board 
- 10 community members 
- Includes one Councillor 
- all appointed by Council

Library as Legal Entity
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• Council approves the library’s 
budget estimate

• Council receives the library’s 
audited financial statements and 
annual report

• Council has a say in the library’s 
choice of financial auditors

Library Board & County Council

The Library Board has full 
control and management of 
Strathcona County Library and 
its budget.

The Library Board presents to 
Council its budget estimate, 
audited financial statements 
and annual report.

Library Boards are governance boards, 
fully responsible for ensuring that their 
libraries provide comprehensive and 
efficient services.
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Library as County Partner

Together, we also provide 
community service, build social 
capital, and increase 
community wellbeing.

The library is a key partner in 
the County’s Social Framework.

The Library and County are 
partners in providing shared and 
essential services from the 
Strathcona County Community 
Centre.

The Library collaborates with many 
County Departments, but works 
most closely with those in the 
Community Services Division.
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Library and Municipal Affairs

Libraries must develop a Plan of 
Service detailing how they will 
respond to community needs 
and file a copy with PLSB.

Our library completed a 
Community Needs Assessment 
in the fall of 2020.

Alberta public libraries report to 
the Public Library Services Branch 
(PLSB) of Alberta Municipal Affairs.

Libraries are required to assess 
community needs every three to five 
years, to ensure they continue to 
offer relevant services. 
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Community Needs Assessment

Research

Compiled results from recent 
public engagement projects 
on community needs.

Interviews

Interviewed library 
stakeholders and partners 
about community needs.

Surveys

Surveyed residents through 
County’s SCOOP system and 
the library website.

Ranked as highest priority 
for the library to address.

1. Educational Challenges

2. Mental Health Challenges

3. Financial Challenges

4. Technology Access, Digital Literacy

5. Public Spaces

6. Recreation

7. Diversity & Inclusion

Top Community Needs

Support for Education and 
Lifelong Learning

Support for Community 
Connection and Engagement 

Support for Technology 
Access and Digital Literacy

Library Priority Areas
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Shared Library & County Priority Areas
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Shared Library & County Priority Areas
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Meeting Needs in 2022
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Teens learn about car 
maintenance.

Support for Education and 
Lifelong Learning

 New parent welcome sessions

 Homeschool STEM classes

 Employment support

Support for Technology Access 
and Digital Literacy

 Tech training for families

 Device training at seniors’ lodges

Support for Community 
Connection and Engagement 

 Programs: Better U, Making 
Adult Friends, Teen Life Hacks

 Community outreach in the 
library



Planned for 2023
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Privacy in a 
public space.

Support for Education and 
Lifelong Learning

 Homework help and K-12 tutoring

 Exam preparation and study space

 Support for career upgrading

Support for Technology Access 
and Digital Literacy

 Easier tech appointment booking

 A “privacy pod” on the 2nd floor

Support for Community 
Connection and Engagement 

 Program attendance choices

 More diverse collections

 Community seed exchange

 New Writer in Residence



Operating Budget
(in thousands)

2023 Budget 2024 Forecast 2025 Forecast 2026 Forecast

Revenue 11,599 11,725 11,900 12,166

Expense (10,964) (11,142) (11,356) (11,581)

Non-Operating 
Revenue/(Expense)

(1,809) (1,825) (1,779) (1,850)

Non-Cash Adjustment 
(Amortization)

1, 215 1,242 1,266 1,266

Total 0 0 0 0
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Capital Budget
(in thousands)

Project 2023 
Budget

2024 
Plan

2025
Plan

2026 
Plan

2027
Plan

Library Collection Replacement 545 545 545 545 545

IT Infrastructure Replacement 72 91 67 88 65

Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) 
Equipment Replacement

50 - - - -

Book Return Bin Replacement - 11 - - -

Purchase Study Pod 15 - - - -

Total 681 647 612 633 610
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Thank You!
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Indigenous educator 

Chantelle Gray with 

the Bookmobile at 

the ARAS Farmers’ Market.


