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JOHN EVERETT BALL 
 
 
My name is Robert Briggs.  On this date December 14, 1979, I have the pleasure of 
interviewing Jack Ball and he is going to tell about events and experiences in the 
County of Strathcona in the early pioneer days.  This interview is recorded under the 
auspices of the Senior Citizen's Advisory Committee of the County and its sub-
committee for Oral Pioneer History. 
 
RB:  Well, Jack, you can go ahead and tell us when the relatives came here and the 
dates they came at.  When did your grandfather come? 

           
           JB:  1890. 

 
RB:  And your father came a little bit later than that did he? 

            
           JB:  1892. 

 
RB:  Your father's and your grandfather's names were what? 
 
JB:  My grandfather's name was John Ball.  Dad's name was Wallace Ball. 
 
RB:  And who was he married to? 
 
JB:  Mother's name was Jane Ball. 
 
RB:  Where did the Balls originate from? 
 
JB:  Prince Edward Island. 
 
RB:  And they came directly here, or what? 
 
JB:  No.  Dad moved to Boston and lived there just a few years and then went on to 
Seattle and then come here. 
 
RB:  And what work did he do in Seattle? 
 
JB:  Grandfather was a contractor. 
 
RB:  Well, when they came here they started farming then? 
 
JB:  Yeah, and then carpenter work too.  Dad built many buildings. 
 
RB:  Yes, I thought he was a carpenter.  Whenever there was carpenter work to be 
done he was busy at it. 
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 JB:  And my grandfather built Clover Bar, old Clover Bar Church. 
 
RB:  Oh, the original one? 
 
JB:  Yeah. 
 
RB:  Is that right? 
 
JB:  And that was built before 1900. 
 
RB:  And I believed you settled in the Salisbury district before there was a Salisbury 
district! 
 

          JB:  My grandfather named it Salisbury at a meeting.  
 

RB:  At a meeting?  That's the origination of the Salisbury district then.  And I believe 
your Dad also helped to build the Salisbury United Church when it originally was a 
Methodist church.  What year was that?  
 
JB:  The little church down on the corner? 
 
RB:  Yes. 
 

           JB:  It was 1915. 
 
RB:  1915.  And it was located on the southwest corner of the SW 1/4 of 18-52-23. 
What year were you married in? 
 
JB:  I married in 1932. 
 
RB:  Can you tell us a bit about the teachers? 
 
JB:  I got some teachers names down, oh, teachers, I put the ministers down, 
started with, Miss Goldtharpe.  
 
RB:  What were some of the others?  
 
JB:  Oh, Mrs. McLeod was one of the first, Miss Miller, Taylor. 
 
RB:  You don't happen to remember Mary Bishop.  She taught out here at one time 
apparently? 
 
JB:  No, no.  
 
RB:  Where did the teachers usually board?  They boarded in the district I take it? 
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