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April 8, 2025

Celebrating 100 years as Canada’s Oldest 
Operating Airport 1926-2026

Prepared for: Priorities Committee Meeting 
Strathcona County



Airport History and Overview
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• Canada’s oldest operating public airport - founded 1926.  
Celebrating 100 years in 2026
• 1933-1970   City of Edmonton
• 1970-1995   Alberta Transportation
• 1995-2012   Edmonton Airport Authority
• 2012-2024   Volunteers

• 30K-35K aircraft movements per year

• CBSA approved for international arrivals

• Operated/funded entirely by volunteers

• Recently approved for re-paving by AB Ministry of 
Transportation (Nov, 2024) 



Airport uses
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Flight Training

Search and Rescue

Medical Transport Pipeline Inspection

Aerial Survey

Corporate Aviation

RecreationAircraft Maintenance

Wildfire Suppression

First Nations Dental Air taxi/charter

Customs clearance



Alberta’s Busiest Community Airports
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Source:  Flightaware.com 



Funding eligibility
• Minister Devin Dreeshen, Alberta Transportation and Economic Corridors 

and Minister Nate Glusbish, Technology and Innovation and our region’s MLA 
toured Cooking Lake in June 2024 with our Board’s Leadership and 
Strathcona County Mayor Rod Frank and area counsellor Glen Lawrence to 
discuss Cooking Lake Airports unique ownership structure and the airport’s 
need for $3.5 million to rehabilitate runway, primary taxiways, and ramp.

• To resolve Cooking Lake Airports funding eligibility, we called for

▫ Alberta Transportation to own public-use aeronautical facilities, 
including Cooking Lake Airport airside and volunteers to lease back and 
manage/fund airport operations–given this is already the structure for 
the Cooking Lake Seaplane base on this property. The province owns it 
and the volunteer board has the lease to manage and maintain it.

• In November 2024, we received notice that Cooking Lake Airport is 
in a unique position and is now eligible for government funding to 
repave the runway. 
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Celebrating 100 Years as Canada’s 
Oldest Operating Airport

• Engaging whole community as partners
▫ Town of South Cooking Lake
▫ Strathcona County
▫ Canadian Forces

• Aviation Partners
▫ CASARA
▫ COPA 176
▫ AB Aviation Museum
▫ Other airports and aviation businesses
▫ Buffalo Airways
▫ Flight Schools

6



7



8



9



10



11



12



13



14



Cooking Lake Airport and Seaplane Base part of the early 
network of airports  opening up the North. It was used by commercial 
operations, the royal mail service, the US army, pipeline operations 
and more.
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…
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Plans to date: September 12, 2026
• Fly in BBQ
• Static Display
• Fly over Canadian Forces
• Display Booths
• New Logo (unveiled soon)
• Curated History in Photos
• Gala
▫ Entertainment
▫ Guest Speakers
▫ Dinner
▫ Live Band
▫ Live and silent auction
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Where Strathcona County could help
• Continued engagement
• Support for equipment day of event
▫ Outdoor toilets
▫ Large tent in case of inclement weather
▫ Ideas?

• Legacy Signage
• Ideas? Questions?

Contact:
Kim Fraser, Board Member and Chair 100th Anniversary Steering Committee
kim@kimberlyfraserauthor.com
780-951-4580
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