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Agenda

1.Project update

2.Public engagement results

3.Vision statement and pillars

4.Next steps
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Purpose of the Open Space Master Plan
The Open Space Master Plan will: 

• Provide a framework for the planning, design, 
and management of open spaces to focus 
resources and make informed decisions.

• Establish clear classifications for open spaces 
to guide planning and programming.

• Inform municipal land use decisions by 
directing the location, sizing, and integration 
of open spaces into new and existing 
developments.

• Set service level direction, allowing the 
County to assess progress of supply and 
quality.

• Identify clear processes and implementation 
guidance.

The Open Space Master Plan will not:

• Provide policy restrictions on the development 
and use of private lands.

• Provide detailed standards guiding the design.

• Provide detailed guidance to address short 
term needs for facilities and infrastructure 
(addressed in the recurring Recreation and 
Culture Strategy).
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Public engagement
results
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Phase 1b engagement

827

Responses to visioning survey

725

Responses to survey on 
experiences, priorities and 
preferences

133

Pins placed on the interactive map

7

Participants in a workshop for 
community groups and sports 
organizations

40

Attendees at two community 
open houses

Phase 1a: Vision (summer 2024)
Phase 1b: Priorities (fall 2024)
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Key takeaways

ENHANCING THE SYSTEM

• Appreciation of 
accessibility, natural 
areas and connectivity

• Trail system and access 
to ecologically significant 
spaces a strength

• Would like to emphasize 
and strengthen these 
aspects as the County 
grows

NAVIGATING TRADE-OFFS 
WITH GROWTH

• Avoid compromising 
natural areas with 
increased recreational 
amenities 

• Would like to see more 
amenities and facilities
overall (e.g. pickleball, dog 
parks, splashpads, 
washrooms, parking, 
gathering areas etc.)

ALL-SEASON USE

• High frequency of 
winter use of open spaces 
in the County 

• Enhance winter 
enjoyment (snow 
clearing, fire pits, shelters, 
lighting, washrooms, etc.)
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Creation of vision statement      
and pillars
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Vision statement

Strathcona County’s open spaces connect people, nature and community.

Our vibrant network of public open spaces bridge rural and urban landscapes 
to deliver diverse, accessible, and inclusive experiences that can adapt and evolve. 
This network conserves and enhances ecological health while creating leisure 
opportunities that nurture a vibrant and interconnected community where people 
and nature thrive.
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Pillars

Environmental stewardship
The open space network will support the health of 
natural ecosystems with strategic public access 
and activities.

Multi-functionality
The open space network will offer a variety of 
year-round activities to support leisure pursuits.

Context sensitive
The open space network is tailored to the unique 
needs of the rural or urban environments.

Inclusivity
The open space network offers safe and 
welcoming experiences for people of all ages, 
abilities, backgrounds and interests.

Community, sport and tourism 
development
The open space network will support a range of 
leisure, sport, cultural and tourism opportunities.

Cultural and historical celebration
The open space network will provide the space to 
celebrate the County's cultures and histories.

Connectivity
The open space network strives to offer 
connections to and through communities.
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After the workshop. . . 

Next
steps
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