
Watershed Planning and Management  
in the 

North Saskatchewan River Basin
Presentation to 

Strathcona County Council
Sept. 20, 2016



North Saskatchewan Watershed 
Alliance (NSWA)

 A multi-stakeholder, non-profit 
society (Incorporated 2000)

 City of Edmonton, TranAlst
 Charitable Status 2016
 Appointed WPAC under Water 

for Life by GOA in 2005
 Current Staff: 8 FTE 
 2015-16 Budget: $725K 
 Contributions from 30 

municipalities

•



Water for Life Strategy (2003)

 Goals
 Safe drinking water
 Healthy aquatic ecosystems
 Reliable water supplies for a 

sustainable economy

 Approaches
 Knowledge and research
Water conservation
 Create partnerships (WPACs) 

to “lead watershed planning 
and foster stewardship”



Watershed Planning & Advisory Councils

 Eleven WPACs appointed
 WPACs collaborate 

regularly
 WPAC roles: 

 Prepare State of  Watershed 
Reports

 Prepare Watershed 
Management Plans

 Contribute knowledge
 Support municipalities and 

local watershed stewardship 
groups

Milk River 
Watershed Council

Lesser Slave Lake 
Watershed Council

Beaver River 
Watershed Alliance

North Saskatchewan 
Watershed Alliance

Battle River 
Watershed Alliance

Red Deer 
Watershed Alliance
Bow River 

Basin Council

Oldman 
Watershed Council

Mighty Peace 
Watershed Alliance Athabasca 

Watershed
Council

SEAWA



57,000 km2



NSWA Executive Members

 President:        Reeve Pat Alexander 
(Clearwater County)

 Vice-Pres: Ken Crutchfield                        
(Wildlife Society)

 Treasurer:       Dr. Steve Craik (EPCOR)

 Secretary:       Candace Vanin (AAFC)



NSWA Board Members
 Dr. L. Danielson (Northeast Capital Ind. Assoc.)
 Marc Gressler (Councillor, Brazeau County) 
 John McNab (Councillor, Parkland County)
 Dwight Dach (Councillor, County of St. Paul)
 Brian Laustsen (TransAlta)
 Jason Wilkins (Husky Energy)
 Bob Winship (Weyerhaeuser Co.)
 Al Corbett (Drainage Council)
 Bill Fox      (Alberta Beef Producers)
 Alison Ronson (CPAWS)
 Jamie Bruha (Alberta Environment and Parks)
 Tony Lemay (Alberta Energy Regulator)
 John Thompson (WatreCon Consulting)
 Advisors (CoE, First Nations, Metis)



Staff
 Billie Milholland, B.A. (Communications)
 Elisa Brose, B.Sc., B.Ed. (Administration)
 Meghann Wendell (Administration)
 G. Thompson, P. Eng. (Technical Coordinator)
 Melissa Logan, P. Biol. (Planning Coordinator)
 Mary Ellen Shain, M.Sc. (Planning Coordinator)
 Mara Erickson, M.Sc. (Stewardship Coordinator)
 Dr. Cristina Buendia-fores (Technical Advisor)
 David Trew (Executive Director)



Major features:
•Approaching 1.4 million people
•20 counties, urban growth
•2 hydro-electric reservoirs
•3 coal fired plants + gas
•Large petrochemical sector
•Large agriculture sector
•Large forestry sector
•Oil and gas exploration
•12 water sub-basins
•Extensive recreational demand



Banff NP

Jasper NP

Green Area



NSWA Reports 
 North Saskatchewan 

River Guide (2002)
 Community Watershed 

Stewardship Toolkit 
(2002)

 Canadian Heritage 
Rivers Program (2005)

 State of the Watershed 
Report (2005)

 Municipal Resource 
Guide  (2006)

 19 technical reports 
(2006-16)

 10 planning reports 
(2006-16)  





IWMP Recommendations (2012) 

 Outlines actions and responsibilities for:
1) Water quality protection
2) Water supply management 
3) Aquatic ecosystem protection
4) Groundwater protection 
5) Alignment of land and water 

planning at the regional scale



Key Implementation Strategy:

Municipal Watershed Partnerships 



Municipal Watershed Partnerships 

 Vermilion River Watershed Alliance
 Sturgeon River Watershed Alliance
 Headwaters Alliance 
 Lake Stewardship – Wabamun, Mayatan, 

Jackfish, Isle, Ste. Anne
 Capital Region Water Management 

Framework
 Blackmud/Whitemud Surface Water 

Management Group







Vermilion River Watershed Alliance
-Council Representatives-

Pat Gordeyko, County of Two Hills
Ed Parke, County of Vermilion River
Dale Collison, Beaver County
Roger Konieczny, Minburn County
Dwight Dach, County of St Paul
David Berry, Town of Vegreville
Willie Babiuk, Town of Two Hills 
Richard Yaceyko, Town of Vermilion
Jim Charpentier, Holden Drainage District 







Sturgeon River Watershed Alliance
-Council Representatives-

AnnLisa Jensen, Parkland County 
Robert Kohn*, Lac Ste Anne County
Ferd Caron, Sturgeon County
Ed McLean, City of Spruce Grove
Ed Gibbons, City of Edmonton
Jean Woodger, Town of Gibbons
Robert Russell, City of St. Albert
Brennan Fitzgerald, Town of Morinville
Josh Alexis, Alexis First Nation



Banff NP

Jasper NP

Green Area



Headwaters Alliance 
-Council Representatives-

Pat Alexander, Clearwater County
Jim Duncan, Clearwater County
John McNab, Parkland County
Tanni Doblanko., Leduc County
Mark Gressler, Brazeau County 
Lyle Seely, Wetaskiwin County
Fred Nash, Town of RMH
Fayrell Wheeler, Town Of Drayton Valley
Michael Laveck, Town of Devon
Barry Rasch, Village of Thorsby



Lake Management Partnerships



Parkland County

 NSWA now collaborating with County of 
Parkland, AEP and WWMC to develop 
advice for a “lake land use plan” for Lake 
Wabamun

 Cooperative projects with other lake 
WSGs: Mayatan, Jackfish, Isle, Lac Ste. 
Anne, Hubbles

















Antler Lake



the water
management
framework

FOR THE INDUSTRIAL 
HEARTLAND
AND CAPITAL REGION











Thank you
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